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character nor the piece. The chief attraction of this attempt
to portray such scenes of Roman private life as good taste
would wish banished from the boards, was the style of cos-
tume which in one of the lady's attitudes revealed more of the
leg than is usually exhibited.
This year the conge of Mademoiselle Rachel lasted four
months, during which she performed in London, in Hamburg,
in Berlin, in Dresden, in Potsdam. " Le Moineau de Lesbie"
and " Polyeucte" were performed " by command" before the
Prussian court, the Count de Chambord being also present.
The queen condescended to send for Mademoiselle Rachel,
whom she complimented very highly.
The King of Prussia never missed a performance, going
sometimes alone to his loge. He seemed particularly to en-
joy the after-pieces, laughing as heartily at the fun contained
in them as any Ion bourgeois de Paris could have done.
When the company of a theatre is called to play before the
court, each member gets a "gratification" of a hundred francs.
In preceding reigns the actors of the Theatre Fran$ais were
the only ones ever admitted to act at the court of France.
The present emperor has had the companies of nearly all the
theatres called in succession to play at court.*
The Germans testify their approbation by frequent recall-
ing of the actors. In Vienna Mademoiselle Rachel was re-
called one night seventeen times, another nineteen, a third
twenty-one!
It was during this excursion through Germany that Made-
moiselle Rachel gave another proof of the respect for family
tiea we have mentioned as characterizing her in an eminent
degree.
An old woman, dressed in the Sunday garb of the lower
classes, made inquiry at the hotel where the celebrated actress
was stopping, saying that she had been told her niece. Made-
moiselle Rachel Felix, was there, and she wished to see her.
She was referred to Rose, the waiting-maid, who took her in
to her mistress. Far from manifesting the annoyance of a
parvenu at this claim of relationship put forth by one in such
poor circumstances, the niece was extremely kind to her
peasant aunt, made her stop and dine with her, and invited

